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Colossians 3:1 Therefore if (if then) you have been raised up with (2PAPI) Christ keep seeking (2PPAM) the things above
where Christ is (3SPAI) , seated (PMPMSN) at the right hand of God (NASB: Lockman)

NOTE: SEE THE SAME PAGE WITH MAJOR REVISIONS
COLOSSIAN 3 COMMENTARY
Dead links updated and other significant revisions

Greek: Ei oun sunegergete (2PAPI) to Christo. ta ano zeteite, (2PPAM)

ano u o Christos estin (3SPAI) en dexia
tou Theou kathemenos:; (PMPMSN)

Amplified: IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the
dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of

God (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

BBE: If then you have a new life with Christ, give your attention to the things of heaven, where Christ is seated
at the right hand of God.

KJV: If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God.

Lightfoot: If this be so, if you were raised with Christ, if you were translated into heaven, what follows? Why,
you must realize the change. All your aims must center in heaven, where reigns the Christ who has thus
exalted you, enthroned on God'’s right hand.

NET: Therefore, if you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. (NET Bible)

NIV: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at
the right hand of God. (NIV - IBS)

NLT: Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where
Christ sits at God's right hand in the place of honor and power. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: If you are then "risen" with Christ, reach out for the highest gifts of Heaven, where your master reigns
in power. (Phillips: Touchstone)

TEV: You have been raised to life with Christ, so set your hearts on the things that are in heaven, where Christ
sits on his throne at the right side of God

TLB: Since you became alive again, so to speak, when Christ arose from the dead, now set your sights on the
rich treasures and joys of heaven where he sits beside God in the place of honor and power.

Wauest: In view of the fact, therefore, that you were raised with Christ, the things above be constantly seeking,
where Christ is, on the right hand of God, seated.

Young's Literal: If, then, ye were raised with the Christ, the things above seek ye, where the Christ is, on the
right hand of God seated,
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Note: As you read the comments let me strongly encourage you to also read the Scripture references (popups) for they alone are
living and active (He 4:12-note), they alone will nourish your soul (Mt 4:4, Job 23:12note, Jer 15:16) and they alone are your very life
(Dt 32:47, Php 2:16-note, 1Jn 1:1). Indeed, not a single Word of God is void of power (Lk 1:37ASV).

For two chapters Paul has told the Colossians aboutsound doctrine (mystery of Christ in them = Col 1:27ote, circumcision of
their old flesh nature = Col 2:11-note, the fact that they had died with, were buried with and raised with Christ -Col 2:20note, Col
2:12, 13-note, etc). Now he moves to the practical application of the doctrines he has just expounded. After all, it does little good if
Christians declare and defend the truth, but fail to demonstrate the reality of that truth in their lives. The way you conduct yourself is
determined by what your creed and the purer your doctrine (potentially) the purer your life. Our position (co-resurrected with Christ)
needs to be put into practice in these last 2 chapters. How you live is determined by how you think for as a man 'thinks within
himself, so he is" (Pr 23:7).

The Doctrine: Resurrected with Christ
The Duty: Living in "Resurrection Power" of Christ

While the first part of Colossians isdoctrinal (Col 1-2), the second part (Col 3-4) ispractical, emphasizing the importance of
walking in the power of the truth of the new man and our relationship to Christ as Head. In the second part, the first section in
Colossians 3:1-17 deals with practical holiness in relation to ourselves (Col 3:5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11-see notes Col 3:5; 3:6; 3:7; 3:8;
3:9;3:10; 3:11) and in relation to others (Col 3:12-note). Colossians 3:5-11 challenges us to “put off” the old ways in Adam and Col
3:12-17 calls us to live out the Christ life in the setting of fellowship with other saints. This sequence is significant, for we must be
right in our own inner lives if we want to be right in our relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Jesus be Jesus in me,
No longer me but Thee.
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Resurrection power,
Fill me this hour,
Jesus be Jesus in me.

Broadman Bible Commentary - Paul turns from expounding the fullness of Christ, sufficient answer to the doctrine of the heretics,
to describing the fullness of the Christian life, sufficient antidote to their alluring promises. And first, he emphasizes that the full life is
focused entirely upon the full Christ.

Recognizing our union with Christ (see alsoin Christ), we are called on to show forth His life which is an ongoing, daily process
known as sanctification. As someone has said when we receive Christ, God's work isn't over—it has just begun! You can know
Colossians 1-2 by memory and everyone knows you know it but if you don't work out your salvation in Colossians 3-4 you are all talk
with no walk and the integrity of the Gospel is impugned before a watching world. (For more on sanctification see Phil Newton's
excellent sermon entitled "Sanctification - A New Position")

THE BELIEVER'S NEW LIFE:
LIKE AN "ARTESIAN WELL"
IN UNION WITH CHRIST

We can think of our new life in union with Christ and His Spirit, as if it were a "well of water springing up to eternal life" (Jn 4:14), the
Spirit of Christ (Gal 4:6) flowing supernaturally through us even as water flows effortlessly through an Artesian Well. Hallelujah!

Click to enlarge
See - Spirit-Filled Believers Are Like Artesian Wells

THEREFORE IF (since) : ei oun:

= Colossians 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
= Colossians 3:1-4 Living the Risen Life - John MacArthur

If this be so, if you were raised with Christ, if you were translated into heaven, what follows? Why, you must
realize the change (Lightfoot)

Therefore (oun) (See the importance of evaluating terms of conclusion) - Paul has just explained the deception, frustration and
futility of trying to live the "spiritual life", the "higher life", in reliance on the fallen flesh and legalistic, ascetic or mystic guidance. It
cannot work. It won't work. It did not work before we were saved and it will not work after we are saved (see Col 2:23-note). Paul
once again reminds them of their resurrection with Christ (which he had just mentioned in Col 2:12-note), which conveys a new
(resurrection) power by which one can live the true spiritual life, the genuine higher life. With this therefore, Paul concludes that
since the ways of legalism, asceticism and mysticism were unable to give us victory over "fleshy indulgence”, the believer is to shift
his or her focus from horizontal to vertical, if you will. Based on our high position, we need to work out a commensurate holy
practice! In short in Colossians 3:1 through Colossians 4:6-note, Paul is challenging every believer to...

BE WHAT
YOU ARE!

In Colossians 3-4 Paul is exhorting his readers tobe in practice what they are in position in Christ, resurrected with Him,
empowered with the grand potential to live a brand new quality of life we could never have even imagined prior to our regeneration
and resurrection.

Nicholson entitles this paragraph “the true asceticism” (contrasting with Col 2:23)
H G C Moule explains that therefore...

goes back to all the previous statements of the Christian's glorious position and privilege in Christ. In view of
these Divine facts, the poor expedients of a mechanical religious routine are seen to be as needless as they
are futile (Ed: Referring to legalism, asceticism). The secret of moral victory is opened, and it consists in using
the powers conveyed to the believer through federal and vital oneness with his Head (cp Jn 8:31, 32, 36, 15:5)

In Christ the Crucified they had "died to" the guilt, and so to the despotic claim of SIN (Sin as a "Master", not
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the evil deeds per se). In Christ the Risen they had "risen to" a life of full acceptance (Ep 1:6KJVnote), and
also to life-power (Ep 1:19-note), and life-endowments, derived from His "indissoluble life" (He 7:16-note); in
fact, to the possession of the indwelling Spirit which He, as Risen, "shed forth" (Acts 2:33, cp Ro 5:5-note, Jn
3:34, Ro 8:9-note, Gal 4:6, Titus 3:5-note, Titus 3:6-note), and which gives to the "limb" (believers) the strength
and holiness of the Head, to be used and realized (Lev 11:44, 1Pe 1:14-note, 1Pe 1:15, 16-note) . (The

Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges - The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon)

Albert Barnes explains that Paul's logic is...

that there was such an union between Christ and His people, that in virtue of His death they become dead to
Sin (Ro 6:11-note); that in virtue of His resurrection they rise to spiritual life (Ro 6:4note), and that, therefore,

as Christ now lives in heaven, they should live for heaven (Eph 2:6-note), and fix their affections there (He
12:2-note, 1Pe 1:13-note).

Alexander Maclaren writes that...

We have now done with controversy. We hear no more about heretical teachers (eg Col 2:4note, Col
2:8-note). The Apostle has cut his way through the tangled thickets of error (Col 2:23ote), and has said his
say as to the positive truths with which he would hew them down. For the remainder of the letter, we have
principally plain practical exhortations, and a number of interesting personal details.

The paragraph which we have now to consider is the transition from the controversial to the ethical portion of
the Epistle. It touches the former by its first words, "If ye then were raised together with Christ," which
correspond in form and refer in meaning to the beginning of the previous paragraph, "If ye died with Christ."
(Col 2:20-note) It touches the latter because it embodies the broad general precept, 'Seek the things that are
above," of which the following practical directions are but varying applications in different spheres of duty...

There are here two similar exhortations, side by side. "Seek the things that are above" The first is preceded,
and the second (Col 3:2-note) is followed by its reason. So the two laws of conduct are, as it were enclosed
like a kernel in its shell, or a jewel in a gold setting, by encompassing motives. These considerations, in which
the commandment are embedded, are the double thought of union with Christ in His resurrection, and in His
death, and as consequent thereon, participation in His present hidden life (Col 3:3-note), and in His future
glorious manifestation (Col 3:4-note). So we have here the present budding life of the Christian in union with
the risen, hidden Christ; the future consummate flower of the Christian life in union with the glorious
manifested Christ; and the practical aim and direction which alone is consistent with either bud or flower (Col
3:5ff-note). (Colossians 3:1-4 The Present Christian Life, A Risen Life - Recommended)

Colossians 3:1 can be outlined as follows (Adapted from Dr John MacArthur's commentary on Colossians)...

THE REMINDER

Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ

THE RESPONSIBILITY

Keep seeking the things above

THE RESOURCE
Where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God

AN "IF" THAT IS
A CERTAINTY

If (ei) is a particle indicating a fulfilled condition, followed by the indicative mood, the mood of reality 6ee notes on conditional
clauses). "If" in this case does not convey uncertainty but is what is referred to as afirst class conditional clause which assumes
that the statement which follows is true (see similar use of "if" in Col 2:20n0te). One can substitute Since or in view of the fact for
if. In marked contrast to the mystical promises of achieving your "human potential" offered under the guise of the New Age
Movement (or any other non-Biblical mystical method), Paul now unveils in clear language the true way to "be all that you can be".
This is truly God's plan for the "human potential movement".

Spurgeon - The if is used logically, not theologically, by way of argument, and not by way of doubt. All who believe in Christ are
risen with Christ. Let us meditate on this truth... Oh! how often we need to be called to this, for the flesh is groveling, and it holds
down the spirit; and very often we are seeking the things below as if we had not yet attained to the new life, and did not know
anything about the resurrection power of Christ within the soul. Now, if it be that you, believers, have risen with Christ, do not live as
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if you had never done so, but “seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”
Wuest emphasizes that the Colossians...

to whom he was writing, were saved. They had been identified with paptizo) Christ in His resurrection (Ro 6:2,
3-note, Ro 6:4-note). His was a physical resurrection out from among the dead, theirs, a spiritual resurrection
out from among the spiritually dead and from a state of spiritual death into that of spiritual life. This was
potential at the time Christ died, and actual for them when they placed their faith in Him as Saviour. (Wuest, K.
S. Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: Eerdmans)

Horatius Bonar (biography)...

The word "if" is not, in this place, expressive of doubt. It does not imply that those "saints at Colosse" were

uncertain as to whether they were risen with Christ. Rather, it is the apostle's way of denoting the surest of all
certainties. Thus he uses it in Romans 5:10-note, "If when we were enemies we were reconciled to God;" and
in Ro 5:15-note, "If through the offence of one many be dead." So that more truly it might be rendered 'since,"
as assuming the fact, and setting it down as beyond all doubt...

The result of a believed gospel is not uncertainty--but certainty; not trouble--but peace; not the continuance--
but the expulsion of all anxiety. The gospel presents me with that, in believing which | am entitled to say,

"l am a child;
forgiven, saved, risen."

Such is its nature that, in receiving it, so far from being brought into uncertainty, or kept in uncertainty, | am
relieved from all uncertainty; my soul is set at rest. | am not only warranted--but commanded to claim my
sonship. My not claiming it, my standing still in doubt as to reconciliation between me and God, shows that |
have not yet fully understood the freeness and fitness of the grace which the gospel makes known. For God
here presents to us such a gospel as to shut each hearer of it up to this alternative--either to doubt the good
news, or enter into conscious friendship with Himself. (Colossians 3:1-4 The Risen Christ and the Things
Above - read Bonar's excursus on the sad plight of so many saints who are unsure about their great
inheritance and holy privileges in Christ).

Paul is reaffirming that our co-resurrection with Christ is a fact and is not in doubt. True spiritual life is nurtured in the "womb" of
true doctrine. If you are going to live a holy life in an unholy world, your doctrine has got to be unadulterated, "pure milk" (1Pe 2:2, 3
- note).

Spurgeon - Your Lord and Master has gone up to heaven. You profess that he represents you, and that you have gone up there in
him and with him. Then do not seek the things that are down here below, the things of earth; but live where your life has gone.
Where your treasure is, there let your heart be also. “Seek those things which are above.”

Ryrie - Paul's appeal is simple:
Become in experience
what you already are by God's grace.

The Christian is risen with Christ; let him exhibit that new life. (The Ryrie Study Bible: New American Standard
Translation: 1995. Moody Publishers)

J Philip Arthur writes...

The apostle Paul wanted his first readers in first-century Colosse to realize that, in this world, Christians are
indeed a kind of resident alien. Their real identity and origin are not earthly, but heavenly. As physical
organisms we were born in this world but, having died with Christ (Col 2:20-note), we no longer belong to it. A
second, spiritual birth means that our true citizenship is in heaven (Php 3:20-note) and something of the
quality of that place ought to cling to us even as we live out our days in this present world.

The world needs heavenly people as never before, and
this is what Christians are when they live up to their true identity.

The message of this passage to Christians, whether in the first or twenty-first century, then, is:
'Be what you are!

In calling upon Christians to be what they are, Paul set before the Colossians the challenge to live as heavenly
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people and, in doing so, to bring something of the quality of heaven to earth to irradiate and suffuse all their
relationships and life situations (cp Mt 5:16-note, Php 2:14, 15-note). Some Christians have certainly achieved
this. The Puritan Richard Sibbes (1577-1635), the Covenanter Samuel Rutherford (1600-1661) and Robert
Murray McCheyne (18:13-1843) in nineteenth-century Scotland all brought the glow of heaven to this broken
world and made it much the better for their passing. The world still needs people like that. (Christ All-
Sufficient Colossians and Philemon Simply Explained)

lllustration of a heavenly life, a life seeking the things above - Adoniram Judson - Many years ago when the great missionary
Adoniram Judson was home on furlough, he passed through the city of Stonington, Connecticut. A young boy playing about the
wharves at the time of Judson’s arrival was struck by the man’s appearance. Never before had he seen such a light on any human
face (cp 2Co 3:18, 1Co 15:49). He ran up the street to a minister to ask if he knew who the stranger was. The minister hurried back
with him, but became so absorbed in conversation with Judson that he forgot all about the impatient youngster standing near him.
Many years afterward that boy—who could never get away from the influence of that wonderful face—became the famous preacher
Henry Clay Trumbull. (author of the insightful and fascinating bookThe Blood Covenant A Primitive Rite And Its Bearings on
Scripture) In a book of memoirs he penned a chapter entitled: What a Boy Saw in the Face of Adoniram Judson" That lighted
countenance had changed his life. Even as flowers thrive when they bend to the light, so shining, radiant faces come to those who
constantly turn toward Christ!

WHO ARE YOU...
Before God?
Before Others?

What | am when | am alone in the presence of God, is what | really am. What | am when | am with other people, should be the same
or otherwise my public life is a veritable "spiritual charade". As someone has well said, reputation is what other people think about
you. Character ("that which a person or thing really is") is what God knows to be true about you. In these last two chapters of
Colossians, Paul is saying in essence that as believers (Colossians 3-4 is written to believers) we are to let our reputation match
our new position, our new potential, our new character in Christ ("Christ in you the hope of glory" Col 1:27note, "in Him you have
been made complete" Col 2:10-note, "Christ your life" Col 3:4ote). Right belief is basic, but such belief, when not lived out in right
behavior, is virtually meaningless at best and hypocrisy at worst! Right belief must and can be lived out successfully in "this
present evil age" (Gal 1:4), but it can only be accomplished by continual dependence on God's grace (1Co 15:10-note, 2Co
12:9-note) and His Spirit's empowerment (Gal 5:16-note, Ro 8:13-note).

And so what are some of the effects of our new resurrection life, our supernatural union with Christ?Believers are no longer
enslaved to and under the dominion of our inveterate mortal enemies - (1) The flesh (see old self = old man) (Ro 6:6-note, Col
3:9-note), (2) The world (Gal 6:14-note) and (3) The devil (Col 1:13-note, He 2:14, 15-notes) (See chart contrasting in the flesh vs
in the Spirit)

John Eadie in his unique style explains that

If the Colossian believers should act in accordance with their privileges (Ed: And their position; i.e., in Christ)
—if they understood how the charge preferred against them by the law had been met with a discharge on the
cross of Calvary—if the process of sanctification beginning in their hearts should work outward, and hallow
and adorn their lives—if they felt that whatever blessings they enjoyed in part, or anticipated in fulness, sprang
from union with Christ, then should they be fortified against every effort to induce them to sever themselves
from the Head (Col 1:18-note, Col 2:10-note, Col 2:19-note, Ep 2:22-note), and against every attempt to
substitute reveries (revery = a loose or irregular train of thought) for truth, or human inventions for Divine
enactments.

Then, too, should they learn thatworship does not consist of superstitious invocations, and that
sanctification is not identical with fanatical austerities. Let them move in a spiritual region lifted far above
those earthly vanities (cp Ep 2:6-note), and let them look down on them as the offspring of a morbid and self-
deceived imagination, or the craving and the nutriment of a self-satisfied pride... Union with Christ enjoys a
peculiar and merited prominence—‘risen with Christ” Their new position laid them under aspecial
obligation, and they are thus enjoined—"seek those things which are above’ (Eadie, John: Commentary
on Paul's Epistle to the Colossians - Online - 1884)

Ray Stedman commenting on this section emphasizes that

being a Christian means we have an extra dimension to life. There is a hidden resource, an invisible
reality, which the world does not have and cannot see. This is not referring to Christ being "up in heaven," lost
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in space somewhere! Rather, this refers to what Paul has talked about earlier in this letter, "Christ in you, the
hope of glory." (Col 1:27-note) This extra dimension is not far removed in the reaches of space; it is right
within the heart, an untouchable, invisible dimension within us. This is the glory of the Christian life and the
secret of its power, joy and courage.

If you have not discovered this yet as a Christian
you have not yet begun to live as you can and should.

This is what puts a smile on a Christian's face, even though he or she is in trouble.

Set your hearts on this hidden resource, is Paul's exhortation. He means our affections. Think with
affectionate gratitude of what the Lord Jesus has already done for you and what He is to you now. This is not
a form of escapism. It is not something you try to keep your mind on all day long, to the exclusion of
business, family or home. It is rather something that when your mind is occupied with your family, work
problems, or whatever, you also bring into it this extra dimension. Christ is part of that situation. That is what
Paul means when he says, "your life is hid with Christ in God" (Col 3:3-note)

Christ is involved with your activities. Remind yourself that whatever you are involved in includes also the
person of the Lord himself. His wisdom, power and knowledge are all available to you (cp 1Co 2:16, 1Co
15:10, 2Co 3:5, 6, Php 4:13-note, 2Co 12:9-note, 2Co 12:10-note). That is what Paul means. It ought to
awaken our loving gratitude. We are not only to set our affections, but are also to "set our minds on things
above." "Things within" would be a better translation.

Paul is talking about our wills, our choices. Decide to do what you know from your knowledge of the Word of
the Lord He wants you to do.

That is the secret of a life
that has discovered how to really live.

Your life, your daily activity, your thoughts
are now tied to Christ.

You do wrong if you separate yourself from Him. You belong to Him (1Cor 6:19note, 1Co 6:20-note,Titus
2:14-note, 1Pe 2:9-note, 2Co 5:15, Ro 14:7, 8, 9note). The old godless, self-directed life is over, if you
have become a Christian (cp 2Co 5:17-note). (Col 3:1-11 True Human Potential) (Bolding added)

John MacArthur has some interesting and practical thoughts on living life on earth with a proper perspective of our relationship to
heaven...

| really believe with all my heart and | thought a lot about this, thatbefore we can reach the world we have to
leave it. And maybe that sounds paradoxical, but it really isn't. Before we reach the world we are going to
have to leave the world. In John 8... Jesus said,

"Ye are from beneath, | am from above. Ye are of this world, | am not of this world." (Jn 8:23)

Jesus, even though He came into the world, He reached the world from the vantage point above the world. The
only way to really reach the world is to leave the world or to be from without the world, and to bring to the
world a divine dimension.

In John 18:36 Jesus answered,

My kingdom is not of this world, if my kingdom were of this world then would my servants fight that | should not
be delivered to the Jews, but now is my kingdom not from here.

Again Jesus emphasized that the vantage point from which he reached the world was not the world, but above
the world... Ro 12:1, 2 (12:1 note; 12:2 note)...

"l beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you present your body a living sacrifice, holy
acceptable unto God which is your spiritual worship and be not conformed to this world but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind."

Jesus reached the world from a vantage point beyond the world and The apostle Paul says that we are going
to reach the world also when we are no longer of the world. (cp Jn 17:5, Titus 2:12-note, 1Jn 4:17)...

When John says, be Christ in the world, how can these two be brought together? It's very simple really? It isn't
complicated. You know it already. It's simply this.
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Your inside lives in heaven
and your outside lives here.

That's all. And | really am convinced, | know you are, you who know and love Christ, and know His word. |
know you are equally convinced that until a Christian in his heart and his soul and his mind has learned
to live his spiritual life in the heavenlies he will never be able to touch the earth with the truth of God. It
won't happen.

| was reading about Robert Murray McCheyne as he was evaluated by some of the people who knew him
and this is one man's comment, he said this of him:

The man of whom | speak seems to have got up to the full height and to have entered into the secret places of
the holiness of God.

Here was a man who knew Robert Murray McCheyne the great preacher. He seemed to have dwelt in the
secret places of the holiness of God. The man went on,

when he preached the gospel you could see strong men, hard and stern, melt like wax before the fire. Their
breasts would swell and heave as if they would burst and the whole place became a place of weepers.

Now there is a man who touched the world. There is a man who reached the world, and the comment of a man
who observed was, the reason he reached the world was because he lived in the presence of God (Living the
Risen Life)

Note that Paul begins this section on "practical Christianity" by emphasizingthe believer's relationship with Christ. He does not
begin immediately with a list of prohibitions but with a command to maintain a heavenly, Christ-centered mind, a renewed mind
which should motivate us to live a life of death to our passions and desires - to live no longer for self but to live for Christ. And so
Paul first charges us to focus on what Christ has done for us. Then he gives us practical guidance on how to live out this truth
enabled by the Spirit and grace of Christ.

So Colossians 3:1 first points the reader back (therefore) to the "sound doctrine” which describes the present possession of every
believer -- "Christ in (us) the hope of glory" (Col 1:27-note) which is one way of describing every believer's intimate union with the
risen Christ [cf Col 2:11, 12-note, Col 2:19-note]. This living and active truth makes it possible for us to now live the supernatural life
Paul describes in Colossians 3:5-4:6.

| like how S Lewis Johnson describes the juncture between the first 2 doctrinal chapters and the last 2 "duty" chapters:

The CROSS, the focus of history, redemption and the godly life, has two sides: it involves a death, and it was
followed by a resurrection. Both of these aspects are related to the believer. The one serves his connection
with the past life, the other introduces him to a new life in union with Christ. Not only are we, by God’s grace,
to abandon the pre-death life, but we are to aspire to the post-resurrection life... The age to which believers
belong by virtue of the CROSS is really the coming age, and that age is to be the center of their life. The
Forerunner, who has accomplished the work which guarantees the coming of the new age, now sits to
dispense the blessings of it. (Studies in the Epistle to the Colossians Part IX: Human Taboos and Divine
Redemption)

Warren Wiersbe makes an excellent point that...

We must keep in mind that the pagan religions of Paul’'s day said little or nothing about personal morality. A
worshiper could bow before an idol, put his offering on the altar, and go back to live the same old life of sin.
What a person believed had no direct relationship with how he behaved, and no one would condemn a person
for his behavior. But the Christian faith brought a whole new concept into pagan society:

What we believe
has a very definite connection
with how we behave!

After all, faith in Christ means being united to Christ; and if we share His life, we must follow His example. He
cannot live in us by His Spirit and permit us to live in sin (cp 1Jn 3:7, 8, 9 where "cannot sin" = cannot sin as a

lifestyle). (Wiersbe, W: Bible Exposition Commentary. 1989. Victor)
Darrell Bock adds that...

Paul's attitude to (the false teacher's) invitation tosuper spirituality (Ed: The false teacher's were exhorting
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the saints to pursue legalism, asceticism and mysticism) is condemnation. He says that this road really is a
disqualification of what Christ gained (Col 2:18-note). It is a shadow (Col 2:17-note), not the substance of life.
In fact, it fails to check the flesh and is of no value (Col 2:23-note). It ignores Christ, who is the source of
growth for the body (Col 2:19-note). That is why Paul calls it a philosophy that comes from human tradition and
the world, a philosophy that is really deceitful (Col 2:8-note). It is important to observe that Paul's complaint
about philosophy is not an attack on the syllogisms of atheism, but on a movement that had God and divine
things in view, but in a way that distorted what Christ provided.

This desire "to experience heaven" also explains why Paul uses so much heavenly language in describing
what Christ has done.

The concept of being raised with Christ and setting one's mind on the things above means that the
believer already has established a relationship with the divine forces of heaven, so that a trip into
God's presence is unnecessary.

God has not called His church to withdraw and await a great future experience of Himself, but to engage the
world with the (supernatural) kind of life that reflects the attributes that reflect the character and righteous
morality of those who know God (Col 3:1-17). They can do this boldly, because they know that one day God
will complete what he has started (Php 1:6) and will take them to Himself in glory (Jn 14:3, 1Th 4:17, 18-note,
1Co 15:51, 52, 53).

Asceticism is not the way to heaven:
faith in Jesus is.

Thus Paul comes to focus on the call of the church to know God's will and to reflect what it means to belong to
the "new man (see note)."...

So ultimately Colossians is about the work of the Father in the Son on behalf of a people He calls to manifest
His message and presence on earth. This new community is to realize that all the benefits God has already
given are all that is needed to accomplish the task of living a life that is honoring to God (cp 2Pe 1:3, 4-note).
Any suggestion that someone needs anything more than to appropriate what Christ already makes available is
a delusion (Col 2:4-note). Blessing comes from God through the Lord Jesus Christ alone, and a life that
pleases God draws on what the Mediator (1Ti 2:5, He 8:6-note, He 9:15-note, He 12:24-note) and Enabler (cp
Php 4:13-note) provides. (Colossians, Theology of - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology)

Paul Apple introduces Colossians 3:1-11 which he entitles

Focus on Follow Through.
Big Idea: The key to spirituality is living out our union with Christ.

Today we come to a very exciting section of the Book of Colossians and yet a very humbling section. It is
exciting because Paul is ready to unfold for us the True Key to Spirituality. He is making the transition from
the more doctrinal section of Colossians 1-2 where he had been teaching the Supremacy and Sufficiency of
Christ and warning against false approaches to spirituality to the more practical section of Colossians 3-4. It is
humbling because we are brought face to face with the simplicity of the Christian life and feel exposed by the
large gap between our positional sanctification and our practical sanctification ... between how God views us
in Christ and how consistently we are actually living... when we come face to face with the simplicity of True
Spirituality in terms of living out our union with Christ in His death and His resurrection we are exposed and
humbled ... and yet excited at the same time

- We are already positionally sanctified
- We are destined for glory — no doubt about it
- We have the opportunity today to live out the life of Christ within us

But we are in the midst of a constant Struggle (Gal 5:17note, 2Cor 10:3, 4, 5note, 2Cor 6:7, 1Pe 2:11-note, 1Ti 1:18, 6:12) that
Requires Focus and Follow Through. It requires a Putting off of the Old Man and a Putting on of the New Man (Colossians)

YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED UP WITH CHRIST: sunegerthete (2PAPI) to Christoi:
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=« Col 2:12;13-note, Col 2:20-note Ro 6:4-note, Ro 6:5-note, Ro 6:9, 10-note, Ro 6:11-note Gal 2:19, Gal 2:20-nhote, Gal
5:24-note, 2Cor 5:14-note Eph 1:19-note, Ep 1:20-note, Ep 2:5-note, Ep 2:6-note

= Colossians 3 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

= Colossians 3:1-4 Living the Risen Life - John MacArthur

THE TRANSFORMING TRUTH OF
OUR CO-RESURRECTION

Notice that in Colossians 3:1 the indicative mood (of the verb "raised" = this is a fact) precedes theimperative mood ("keep
seeking" = this is a command). The former (indicative) describes the reality a believer's life, a truth which should motivate the
keeping of the command (imperative). Right belief is always a firm foundation for right (righteous) behavior. An understanding and
appropriation of a believer's death, burial and resurrection with Christ is crucial to living out the supernatural Christ life (cp Gal
2:20-note). It is not just "Let go and let God". Believers have a "holy debt" if you will, a solemn responsibility (Php 2:12note)
because of what Christ has accomplished on our behalf on the "Old Rugged Cross". And so here at the beginning of the practical
section Paul in essence summarizes the sound doctrine which he had explained earlier...

(Believers) having been buried with Him (Christ) in baptism (not speaking of water, but of our identification with
Christ-see baptizo), in which you were also raised up with Him through faith (i.e., when you first believed in
Christ) in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead. And when you were (spiritually) dead in your
transgressions (Ep 2:1) and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him (past
tense event), having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of
decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross... you have died with Christ to the elementary principles ("ABC's") of the world... (Col 2:12,13note,
Col 2:20-note)

Writing to the Roman saints Paul declared...

Therefore (because you have been "baptized into Christ Jesus [and] have been baptized into His death" Ro
6:3-note) we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (Ro 6:4-note)

In his letter to the Ephesian saints Paul explained that...

even when we were dead in our transgressions (before we believed in Christ), (God) made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus (Ep 2:5-note, Ep 2:6-note)

Horatius Bonar in his excellent sermon on Colossians 3:1-4 says...

The condition, then, of a saint, is one of certainty [Ed: "If" = certainty). That certainty is this--he is risen with
Christ. It is not that he ought to be risen, or that he hopes to be risen--but that he has risen. This is the blessed
fact that forms the commencement of his history as a saint. This event stands at the very threshold of his
career; no, constitutes its outset.

His life is the life of a risen One.

His story is that of one who has risen. He cannot tell of his change without telling of resurrection. He cannot
speak of his new course and conversation, without referring to resurrection. He cannot account for the high
level on which he stands, or the privileges which encompass him, or the hopes that rise before him, save by
tracing all these back to this one fountain-head, resurrection.

What, then, is the meaning of this fact or event in the life of a saint, which forms the commencement of his
history? It cannot in any way be understood of the resurrection of the body, which is the Church's hope. For
that is altogether future; and is, besides, connected with the second coming of the Lord (see 1Th 4:16, 1Co
15:51,52, See discussion of The Two Resurrections - "First" and "Second" - on a timeline), whereas this
is connected with His first. The privilege or blessing, pointed at by the apostle here, is something past,
something which had commenced when they believed (Ro 6:4, 5-note, Ep 2:5-note, Ep 2:6-note, Col 2:12,
13-note); whereas the resurrection of the body is still a thing for which we wait and long. Colossians 3:1-4
The Risen Christ and the Things Above).

Go up, reluctant heart,
Take up thy rest above;
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Arise, earth-clinging thoughts;
Ascend, my lingering love.
BONAR

LOOKING up for the Spirit through Jesus Christ
is the only effectual attitude for obtaining love to God.
CHALMERS

Raised up with (4891)(sungeiro from sun = together + egeiro = to raise) which means to raise together (used also in Col
2:12-note; Eph 2:6-note).

Aorist tense indicates our resurrection with Christ is a past tense, completed action, which was reckoned true in our life the
moment we by grace thru faith received Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord (Col 2:12-note). We were raised spiritually when Christ was
raised physically and this identification (because we are now in an everlasting, unbreakable covenant with our Lord) is the
foundation truth for our new spiritual position and our new power to walk in newness of life (Ro 6:4-note). Have been raised up
with is also in the passive voice which signifies the power to bring about our resurrection was from outside of us, specifically from
God.

Note that sunegeiro uses the prefix sun not meta. This may seem to be a small point but it conveys a profound truth becausesun
[word study] in contrast with meta speaks of an intimate and irrevocable association with another, in this case with the risen and
exalted Christ. Can you see the implications if our life is intimately bound with Christ? Clearly His infinite, inexhaustible resurrection
power is available to all believers! Oh, how often do we life like spiritual paupers, when we are children of the Almighty God and
have access to all the resources of the King of kings!

Lord we pray that "the eyes of (our) heart may be enlightened, so that (we) may know what is...the surpassing greatness of
(Your) power (see what this power did in Ep 1:20, 21) toward us who believe." Amen (Eph 1:18, 19note)

The internal (eternal) change wrought by our co-resurrection with Christ should lead to an external change. If not then perhaps we
need to ponder 2Cor 13:5-note. Our holy position should show itself to be the "real thing" by our holy practice (direction not
perfection).

Emphasizing our new life in Christ Paul explained to the Galatians that...

through the Law | died to the Law, that | might live to God. | have been crucified with Christ perfect tense =
past completed act with present continuing effect/result connoting permanence of our co-crucifixion. In short,
we cannot be "un" crucified! Another strong evidence against the false teaching that you can lose your
salvation!); and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. (Gal 2:19,20-note)

Spurgeon compares our co-resurrection to the metaphor of a seed

The buried seed rises from the ground, but not as a seed, for it puts forth green leaf, and bud, and stem, and
gradually develops expanding flower and fruit, and even so we wear a new form (2Cor 5:17-note), for we are
renewed after the image of him that created us in righteousness and holiness... There was corruption in our
mind and it was wo